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Roberts: Reflections Through the Looking Glass
MICHELLE GABRIELLE ROBERTS*

REFLECTIONS
THROUGH

THE LOOKING GLASS
Does God have more than one face?
What difference does it make?

J

oin the Roberts family for
morning worship. Dad is reading 1 Corinthians 13— “For
now we see through a glass,
darkly, but then face to face”
(KJV). I’m sitting there wondering what that “dark glass” is all
about. Face to face with God? Does
that mean Jesus or Father God?
Could it be that God has more than
one face? And when is “then”? O f
course, you likely know the answers.
But I’m only four years old. And I’m
thinking that what Dad is reading
may be some kind of a code. Maybe
a coded promise. But of what? Wor-

ship over, I go outside to play. But
the next morning I’m thinking of it
again. Dark glass. Face to face. With
whom? When? Where?
At 17 it’s easier to give answers.
Nonetheless, the words still challenge me. At best, our comprehension o f God must remain fuzzy.
* Michelle Gabrielle Roberts is now a
sophomore at Avondale College,
Cooranbongy New South Walesy Australia. She was a 17-year-old high
school student when she wrote
“Reflections” for a Perspective Digest
Challenge Award.
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faith, rather than reason, will be at
Check out church history, and you’ll
find that’s the way its always been.
the basis of our belief in Deity. HowDebate over the nature of Christ and
ever, here and there we glimpse
what is meant by the Godhead have
Someone through the glass. Faith is
resulted in more than one acrimonot blind. But neither does it have
nious church council and, at times,
telescopic vision. God seems to besubsequent split.
gin where reason and knowledge
The clearest glass through which
end. And so we hide our ignorance
we peek at God is the Bible. Granted,
behind “dark” words like omnipresHe speaks to us through its pages.
ence and omniscience, and omnipoGranted, He must
tence.
know how to com So what does
municate with His
the Bible reveal
creation. Still, the
about God? Is He a
ancient
prophet
pantheistic spirit?
wrote that there are
A deified human
“secret things” that
who sits on a cloud
“belong to the Lord
throne? A Being
existing in a diour God” (Deut.
mension beyond
29:29, N K JV ).**
ours but who is not
Maybe we just have
to clean some cobindifferent to us?
webs from the
Omnipresent but
capable of localizglass— or let some
ing Himself, omnidevelop on the teleMichelle at four years old
vision screen. . . .
scient but selfrevealing, omnipotent but merciful?
Whatever the case, even the most
After contemplating the number
diligent study leaves many quesof stars and galaxies in the universe,
tions unanswered.
some skeptics have suggested, “Even
if there is a God, the universe is so
Behind the Looking Glass
enormous that we count for nothing
The Bible revelation of God doesn’t
begin with a concession to our not
by comparison. So much for our
egocentric religions and theology!”
having taken Theology 101. It says
simply “In the beginning God.” No
In the words of an Australian newsargument. No thesis. No analysis. No
paper columnist: “If there is a God,
synthesis. No reason suggested to
he, she, or it must be laughing at us.”
believe. It is as if, from the beginEven King David had questions
ning, the Lord lets us know that
after a look into the heavens: “When
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I consider your heavens, the work of
Your fingers, The moon and the
stars, which You have ordained,
What is man that You are mindful of
him, and the son of man that You
care for him?” (Ps. 8:3, 4, margin).
The heavens do help us to perceive
how great God really is. But I think
it’s significant that when Jesus
sought to impress us with how God
relates to us, He used sparrows to
convey the depth o f His compassion— He didn’t seek to remind us of
His interest in the revolutions of
galaxies!

back in eternity, had a beginning? If
true, how could that be harmonized
with His declaration “‘Before Abraham was, I AM’”? Paul wrote of
Christ, the High Priest, being “without father, without mother, without
genealogy, having neither beginning
of days nor end of life” (Heb. 7:3).
Begotten denotes relationship, not
creation. A better translation may be
“unique”: He was God’s unique gift
to His fallen creation. In fact, He was
more: “God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself” (2 Cor.
5:19)! Christ Himself declared: “‘I
and My Father are one’” (John
10:30). One in purpose? One in
being?

God’s Unique Gift
It is true that we “see through a
glass, darkly”; our perception can
never embrace the reality of God
and His heaven. But we are not left
in darkness: In His supreme condescension, God actually “became flesh
and dwelt among us” (John 1:14). In
the person of Jesus Christ, He sacrificed His omnipresence to become
one of His creation. He sacrificed
His omniscience to find His mission
by faith, as we must. He sacrificed
His omnipotence to let His rebel creation pound nails through His
hands. “In this the love o f God was
manifested toward us, that God has
sent His only begotten Son into the
world” (1 John 4:9; cf. John 3:16).
What does begotten mean? As a
child unable to sleep one night, I laid
in the dark pondering the word. Did
it mean that Christ somewhere, way

A Multiple Mystery
Now the glass really darkens.
What in the world does Trinity
mean? We go to the Bible and find
that the Old Testament appears to
speak of one God and the New Testament of the Trinity. I have found,
however, that the Old Testament
does refer to the Trinity. The use of
plural pronouns in “‘Let Us make
man in Our image’” (Gen. 1:26) and
“‘Come, let Us go down’” (Gen.
11:7) alludes to the existence of
more than one divine Person. Isaiah
48:16 reveals three: “‘And now the
Lord God [the Father] and His Spirit
[the Holy Spirit] have sent Me [the
Son of God, the pre-incarnate Word
who became Immanuel].”’
However (back to the glass darkly),
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The present century, with its pick-and-choose theology,

has seen diminishing commitment to Trinitarian views.
A recent newspaper article reports: "Christians
need not believe Jesus Christ was God, according to more
than half of the Anglican bishops in England

Creator [Maker] of heaven and earth;
and in Jesus Christ, His only Son,
Our Lord . . . [and] the Holy Ghost.”
Justinian, in his Corpus Juris Romani,
which became the basis of Medieval
civil and ecclesiastical law, decreed
the death penalty on all anti-Trinitarians.
In 1554 Calvin referred to this
document as reason for burning
anti-Trinitarian Michael Servetus.
The late 1600s and early 1700s
record elements of anti-Trinitarianism in England. The present century,
with its pick-and-choose theology,
has seen diminishing commitment
to Trinitarian views. A recent newspaper article reports: “Christians
need not believe Jesus Christ was
God, according to more than half of
the Anglican bishops in England.”
(See also “The Case of the Blinking
Theologians,” in Perspective Digest,
volume 1, number 1.)
O f course, I’ve asked myself what
difference it makes whether one
believes in the Trinity. And the
answer is that rejection o f this
glimpse through the glass darkly is

many references reinforce the concept o f one God. One example: ‘“You
shall have no other gods before Me.”’
Others: “‘The Lord our God, the
Lord is one!”’ (Deut. 6:4), and “‘The
Lord Himself is God; there is none
other’” (Deut. 4:35).
The New Testament likewise confirms Judeo-Christian monotheism.
Paul wrote: “There is one God” (1
Tim. 2:5), and “There is one body
and one Spirit. . . one Lord, one
faith. . . one God and Father of all,
who is above all, and through all,
and in you all” (Eph. 4:4-6). Yet, the
New Testament unequivocally reveals the reality of the heavenly trio.
Jesus Himself instructed us to
“‘Make disciples o f all the nations
baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and o f the
Holy Spirit’” (Matt. 28:19).
Anti-Trinitarian Dominos
From Byzantine and early Medieval times, the Christian Church generally has subscribed to the Apostles
Creed, which includes the words: “I
believe in God the Father Almighty,
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tantamount to concluding that Jesus
was not actually God. A longer look
will reveal that the doctrines of soteriology— such as salvation, judgment, the sanctuary, resurrection,
and others— are impacted by rejection of the Trinity. If the domino
theory comes to mind, I’ve made my
point: No doctrine stands alone.

“knowledge of God” is what we seek
by looking into the “glass” of revelation. Among other things, it helps us
understand how God deals with His
creatures. We still see “darkly,” or
“dimly” (KJV). However, there remains the promise of a clearer view
to come: “We all, with unveiled face,
beholding as in a mirror the glory of
the Lord, are being transformed into the same
image from glory to glory,
just as by the Spirit of the
Lord” (2 Cor. 3:18).
As John said, “It has
not yet been revealed what
we shall be, but we know
that when He is revealed,
we shall be like Him, for
we shall see Him as He is.
And everyone who has
this hope in Him purifies
himself, just as He is pure”
(1 John 3: 2 ,3 ).
There it is: the wondrous “coded” promise I
could not understand as a
four-year-old, but which I
now long to see fulfilled in
my life. Someday soon I shall see
Him as He is. No dim image then, as
in the polished brass mirrors of
Pauls day. I shall see Him “face to
face.”
□*

Michelle: Still searching for meaning in the
Avondale College library.

The Promise Uncoded
Paul warns that the follower of
Christ must cast “down arguments
and every high thing that exalts itself
against the knowledge of God” (2
Cor. 10:5). This verse brings us full
circle— though it does not put me
back to four years of age. After all,

**Unless otherwise indicated, all Bible
texts in this article are quoted from the New
King James Version.
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